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A) Introducing the Institute for Peace Studies 

in Eastern Christianity (IPSEC)
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What is IPSEC?

� IPSEC was created in 2008 
for the purpose of advancing the goals of:

� conflict analysis 

� conflict transformation 

� conflict resolution

� Mission Statement: 

� “The mission of the Institute for Peace Studies in Eastern 

Christianity is to conduct research, educate, and offer 
consultancy to educators, policymakers, and religious leaders in

exploring and implementing methods of peacemaking emerging 

from the traditions of Eastern Christianity.”
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IPSEC Research Methodology

� IPSEC’s research methodology is interdisciplinary in nature 

and process oriented, focusing in inputs, pastoral process,

and outputs. The outcome of this process is designed to 
assist both the religious leader and the policymaker in 

diagnosing how various religious and secular factors affect 

the interpretation of sacred texts in contexts of collective 
violence, how religious symbols are perceived, and how 

various symbolic acts performed by the clergy during times of 

hostilities impact the political attitudes and the development of 
the conflict. 
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IPSEC Educational Strategy

� Curricula Development

� Case-Based Learning

� Observant-Centered Learning

� Participant-Centered Learning

� Expert Consultations

� Summer Institutes 

� Field Education

� Conferences

� etc.,
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IPSEC Research Themes

� Religion and Public Policy 

� Church-State Relations

� Nationalism and Orthodoxy 

� Anthropology of Violence 

� Spirituality of Peacemaking

� Inter-Religious Dialogue
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Two International Expert Consultations

� FIRST EXPERT CONSULTATION  
Patriarchal Palace: Romanian Orthodox Patriarchate, 
Bucharest, Romania: June 29 – July 3, 2009

� THEME: Orthodox Peace Ethics in Eastern and Oriental Christianity

� ORGANIZERS: IPSEC, Institute for Theology and Peace, World Council of 
Churches, & Romanian Orthodox Patriarchate

� SECOND EXPERT CONSULTATION 
St. Christophoros Patriarchal Monastery, Saydnaya
Damascus, Syria: October 17-22, 2010 
� THEME: Orthodox Contribution to a Theology of Just Peace: Developing the 

Principles of Just Peace

� ORGANIZERS: IPSEC, Institute for Theology and Peace, World Council of 
Churches, & The Greek Orthodox Patriarchate of Antioch and the All East

� FORTHCOMING PUBLICATION:
� Just Peace: Orthodox Perspectives | edited by Semegnish Asfaw, Alexios Chehadeh, and 

Marian Gh. Simion | WCC Publications, Geneva, 2011
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First Expert Consultation

� The purpose of this first pan-Orthodox consultation was to explore the ethics for 
peace as they emerged in the history of the Eastern Church. Recognizing the 
great historic, cultural and anthropologic variety of experiences undergone by 
each local Eastern Church–ranging from Arabic, Armenian, Coptic, Greek, Latin, 
Slavic and contemporary Orthodox Diaspora–Jesus’ teachings on non-
retaliation have occasionally been deformed and interpreted in line with the 
needs of the time. As no pan-orthodox synod endorsed a Just War theory, the 
agony of war often created sentiments of self-righteousness, while inflicting pain 
and suffering unto the enemies.

� Themes: 
� Blessing Weapons
� Canon Law
� Church-State dynamics
� Good & Evil 
� Victimization 
� Nationalism 
� Globalization 
� Chaplaincy 
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Second Expert Consultation

� Although Eastern and Oriental Churches generally agree that peace and justice 
should be inalienable and indivisible conditions of human life–as humans 
understand God’s will–crucial questions need to be faced: What are the key 
principles that might function as foundations for a peaceful world? What is the 
role of orthodox communities around the globe as agents of peace?  What are 
the basic theses of the Orthodox Churches and communities towards 
ambivalent peace challenges of our times, such as intervention actions–
prevention initiatives, peacemaking ethics–peacekeeping dilemmas–sovereignty 
rights–solidarity responsibilities–responsible prevention–legitimate protection? If 
peace cannot be understood in the absence of justice, then what does “just 
peace” mean?

� Reflective Themes: 
� “Art of Good and Equity”
� “It is not enough …to describe”
� “Constant and Perpetual Desire”
� “Giving Everyone His Dues”

� “To Live Honestly”
� “We pray again and again…“again…”
� Inter-Religious Coexistence
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Forthcoming Publication

� Just Peace: Orthodox Perspectives 
edited by Semegnish Asfaw, Alexios Chehadeh, and Marian Gh. Simion

WCC Publications: Geneva, 2011 

� "As Christians around the world re-examine tired and obsolete 

Western notions of just war, here are surprising and intriguing 
alternative ways of thinking about conflict and peace from the deep 

theological wells of Orthodox Christian traditions. I recommend them 

as a resource for reflective Christians.“
~~~ Olav Fykse Tveit, General Secretary, World Council of Churches
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B) Collective Violence: A Field Mapping:

Political Science & Religious Studies

Religion and Political Conflict:

From Dialectics to Cross-Domain 

Charting

By Marian Gh. Simion

Preface by His All-Holiness

Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew 

with contributions from: 

Professor David Little (Harvard University) & 

Ambassador Mihnea Motoc (UN Security Council)

Jointly Published by: 

Presses internationales polytechnique
(Montreal, 2011)

American Romanian Academy of Arts and Sciences 
(Boston, Chisinau, Lausanne, Montreal, Timisoara)  
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Collective Violence: A Field Mapping

© Marian Gh. Simion Religion and Political Conflict, page 43 



Collective Violence: Political Science
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Collective Violence in Comparative Politics

� Rational Choice Theory (individual) 
� Rational Choice model
� Game Theory (Prisoner’s Dilemma)  
� Path Dependency Theory 
� Prospects 

� Structural Theory (institution) 
� Macro-Analysis 
� Institutionalism and Neo-Institutionalism 
� Study of Revolutions 

� Cultural Theory (culture as source for meaning)
� Culture and Cultural Analysis 
� Five Central Themes 

� Personality Studies 
� Civic Culture Tradition
� Political Process
� Political Ritual and Identity (Role of Symbols)  

� Culture and Political Conflict 

� Centrality of Interpretation 
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Collective Violence in International Relations

� International Security 
� Realist Theories (Neo-Realism) 

� Power: Structure (great, middle, small), Polarity (hegemony, bipolarity, multi-polarity) 
� Use of Force: Balance of Power Theory; Power Transition theory 

� Liberal Theories  
� International regimes
� Collective Security
� Democratic Peace 

� Social Theories (constructivism) 
� Peace Studies (Positive Peace theory addresses questions of structural violence) 
� Gender Theories (difference, liberal and postmodernist)  

� International Political Economy 
� International trade
� Global Finances and Business 
� International Integration North-South gap
� Climate Change
� Demographics  
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Collective Violence: Religious Studies
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Religious Studies: Literature Review 

� The nature of religious scholarship is case oriented and 
situational, as it was triggered by specific events that surfaced 
global politics in the aftermath of the Cold War. Religion began
challenging not only secular governance, but also started 
redefining the borders of authority over the common good 
between Church and State, as well as between organized 
religions themselves. 

� Literature can be broadly categorized as following five thematic
trends such as: fundamentalism (structural), religious nationalism
(cultural), electoral politics (rational), and social justice
(structural) 
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Toward and Integrative Approach

� Instrumental use of Evolutionary Psychology 
theories

� Frustration-Aggression (rationalism) 

� Violence as Learned Behavior (culture) 

� Alienation Deprivation (structure) 
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Iconography: Subjective Use
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Customizing an Interdisciplinary 

Research Model for 

Orthodox Christianity

Prolegomena
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sources shaping up the knowledge base
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Role of Iconography

� Objective (“bible of the illiterate”) 

� Subjective (to address a special issues) 

� Inter-Subjective (misappropriation by the 
secular art of devotional instincts of 
iconography) 
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Iconography: Subjective Use: Social Justice 

(interfaith)
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Iconography: Subjective Use 

(interfaith & enemies) 
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Iconography: Subjective Use 

(interfaith & evil/pagan)
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Iconography: Subjective Use 

(interfaith & evil/pagan)
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Iconography: Subjective Use (interfaith & evil)
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Iconography: Inter-Subjective Use

(religious nationalism) 
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Conclusion
I have questions instead of a conclusion! 
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� In recent conflicts, did Churches heal the disease or just the symptoms?

� How do we find resources to fund such education, particularly in seminaries, faculties of theology 
and divinity schools, where peace studies courses do not exist? 

� Is “peace education” a human right?

� Did Churches do a good job in engaging state actors as well as inter-state actors to promote 
peace? (We often tend to speak from across the fence.) 

� Did those of you living in democratic settings use your democratic privileges to counter political 
decisions that generate more violence? (Remember, elected officials always need your vote!) 

� Did International Ecumenical Peace Convocation accomplished something meaningful? 

� Did we have Peace Nobel Laureates addressing our conference? (Had we done so, maybe CNN, 
CBS, and other media outlets could have reported on our work here during the past week.) 

� Where were the guests from the International Monetary Fund, World Bank, OPEC, or other 
transnational corporations which often act as states themselves? (I am sure that in each sector we 
can find at least one human being with a good heart, ready to hear our plea.) 


